
Inter Hurling v Silvermines 

’Mines win semi-final dress rehearsal  
  

Silvermines  1-19  Newport 1-9 
  
A blistering second half performance was enough to maintain Silvermines unbeaten record in this year’s 
championship in the final North Intermediate hurling group game on Saturday evening.  
Although trailing by a point at the break, the ’Mines scored six points without reply in a devastating opening ten 
minutes of the second half and killed off the Newport challenge in the process. Silvermines had led comfortably 0-5 to 
0-1 in the opening quarter too but two long stoppages for what appeared to be serious injuries to Kevin Cunneen 
(knee) in the fifth minute and Jason Forde (ankle) in the 17th had a debilitating effect on the rest of the ’Mines players. 
In both cases the injuries were accidental but the game was held up for five minutes on both occasions while the 
players were treated and stretchered from the field. Silvermines, shocked by the loss of two team mates in similar 
circumstances within a short period allowed Newport to gain a foothold and by the 24th minute the gap had been 
reduced to two points. David Keogh converted his third point of the game to add to Forde’s three prior to his 
premature departure to make it 0-6 to 0-3. Newport pulled one back through an Eoin Shinnors free, his third of the half 
before Richard Shinnors plundered an unlikely goal to give his side the lead with 28 minutes on the clock. Shinnors, 
loitering behind the defence, took full advantage of a mix up between substitute Alan Ryan and Maurice Leamy and 
made no mistake from close range. Eoin Shinnors tacked on another free to make it 1-5 to 0-6 with normal time 
completed. In the fourth minute of injury time Ronan Sherlock who was having a powerful game at centre back 
snapped a high ball, eluded his marker and, not content with merely clearing his lines, proceeded to convert an 
outrageous point from all of 100 metres with the assistance of the breeze. Mike McKeogh added one for Newport and 
in the 39th minute Orrie Quirke pulled one for the ’Mines to leave the half time score at 1-6 to 0-8 in favour of Newport. 
Whatever was said at half time in the Silvermines dressing room worked a treat and from the resumption the 
onslaught was relentless. Two frees from David Keogh, the second requiring an intervention from the linesman before 
the white flag was raised, gave the ’Mines a slender lead. Further unanswered points from Sean Quirke, David 
Boland, David Keogh and Paudie Fogarty made it 0-14 to 1-6 by the 41st minute effectively putting paid to the 
Newport challenge. Newport did manage a point from an Eoin Shinnors ’65 in the 42nd minute but scores were scarce 
and the Mulcair men could only add two more to their tally before the finish. David Keogh popped over two frees and a 
’65 in the last quarter and Willie Keogh who had a quiet hour by his standards opened his account two minutes from 
the end. In the fourth minute of added time David Keogh completed a fine personal tally of ten points with a pointed 
penalty to conclude proceedings. To their credit, Newport tried hard but the absence of the injured Conor O’Mahony, 
Tom Moylan and Christy O’Connor from the starting line-up proved too much to bear. Moylan and O’Connor made 
appearances in the second half but a little late to make any great impression. Silvermines looked sharper all through 
and more economical in their play, particularly in the second half when they registered just three wides in comparison 
with nine in the first. Cathal Sherlock was not unduly troubled between the posts and couldn’t be faulted for the goal 
that passed him. Apart from one slip up for the goal, the Silvermines defence was as tight as usual with Maurice 
Leamy and the outstanding Ronan Sherlock particularly prominent. Orrie Quirke and Cathal Gleeson had the edge at 
centre field while up front Jason Forde looked very good in the all too brief period before his injury. Apart from David 
Keogh, Sean Quirke and David Boland were also to the fore. Silvermines will have an anxious wait on the fitness of 
Kevin Cunneen and Jason Forde before the semi-final, where they will meet Newport again. Newport will be hoping 
that Conor O’Mahony will have recovered before the next day and will also be glad that Tom Moylan and Christy 
O’Connor will have an extra couple of weeks training under their belts. Worryingly, though, the sharpness that should 
come naturally at this stage in the year was absent from their play and few of the Newport players did themselves 
justice. Paddy Jones and Andrew Hickey provided good cover for Mike Flannery, who never put a foot wrong. The half 
back line of Tom Small, Mike Coffey and Odhran Floyd also tried hard. In attack, David Hickey, Vinny Moloney and 
Eoin Shinnors had some bright periods but not consistently enough to make a real difference on this occasion but a 
North semi-final is a whole new game.  
 
Match Digest  
   Man of the Match: David Keogh (Silvermines) Scorers: - Silvermines: David Keogh 0-10, 6 frees, 1 65; Jason Forde 
0-3; Ronan Sherlock, Orrie Quirke, Sean Quirke, David Boland, Paudie Fogarty, Willie Keogh 0-1 each Newport: Eoin 
Shinnors 0-6, 5 frees, 1 65; Richard Shinnors 1-0; Aidan Moloney, Mike McKeogh, Tom Small 0-1 each  

Silvermines: Cathal Sherlock (7); Kevin Cunneen (NR), Maurice Leamy (8) Damien Boland (7); Donal Keogh (7), 
Ronan Sherlock (9), Noel Quirke (7); Orrie Quirke (7), Cathal Gleeson (7); Jason Forde (7), David Boland (7), Sean 
Quirke (7); Gary Tuohy (6), Willie Keogh (7), David Keogh (9). SUBS: Alan Ryan (7) for Cunneen (5 inj); Paudie 
Fogarty (7) for Forde (17 inj); Ciaran Fogarty (7) for Tuohy (30 +7).  

Newport: Mike Flannery (7); Aidan Ryan (6), Paddy Jones (7), Andrew Hickey (7); Tom Small (6), Mike Coffey (7), 
Odhran Floyd (7); Mike McKeogh (6), Sean O’Brien (6); David Hickey (7), Paudge Hogan (6), Aidan Moloney (7); 
Vinny Moloney (6), Richard Shinnors (6), Eoin Shinnors (7). SUBS: Micheál Ryan (6) for Ryan (36); Tom Moylan (6) 
for D Hickey (38); Christy Doyle (6) for A Moloney (47); Martin Carey (6) for V Moloney (40); Eoin Bonfield for E 
Shinnors (60).  


