
I.H. Semi-final 

14-man ’Mines progress to decider       

  
Silvermines 2-12  Newport 1-10 

  
Despite a slow start, some poor shooting and playing most of the second half with fourteen men Silvermines still ran 
out comfortable winners over Newport in the North Intermediate semi-final on Sunday evening.  
Although Newport made a brave effort and rattled Silvermines at times during the game, the gulf in class was a little 
more than the scoreline suggested. The ’Mines were wasteful in the extreme, particularly with the aid of a 
decent   breeze in the second half when they shot 12 wides adding to the three they had in the opening period.  
Heavily dependent on Jason Forde and happy that he recovered from his injury in the final group game, Silvermines 
still have some room for improvement before the North final and the County Championship ahead.  
As much as Silvermines needed Jason Forde on Sunday, Newport are still very reliant on Conor O’Mahony and his 
contribution   in the first half was outstanding. Having missed some recent training through injury, he ran out of steam 
somewhat in the second half and faded towards the finish but his two points from acute angles in the first half were top 
class.  
Silvermines felt the loss of the injured Maurice Leamy and full back Brendan Timmons had a tough time with Conor 
O’Mahony but the defence was reasonably tight as usual. Orrie Quirke and Cathal Gleeson shaded the contest at 
centrefield while in attack David Keogh and David Boland gave most assistance to Forde and five of the six forwards 
got on the score sheet. Sean Quirke shipped a heavy tackle early on and was probably hampered by the after effects 
but worked hard until substituted towards the end.  
For Newport, Michael Flannery could do nothing about the two goals that passed him. David Hickey cleared his lines 
well in the inside back line while Sean O’Brien and Odhran Floyd held their flanks pretty well. Mike McKeogh got 
through a lot of work in the middle of the park before he was substituted, possibly prematurely. Outside of O’Mahony’s 
contribution, Newport lacked potency in front of goal and struggled with the close attention of the Silvermines backs 
but Christopher Doyle took his goal well and Eoin Shinnors was accurate with his frees.  
Newport got off to a flying start with a Conor O’Mahony point within a minute. Christopher Doyle opened his account 
and an O’Mahony free gave Newport a three point lead after five minutes.  
With Newport playing at a frenetic pace, Silvermines struggled to catch their breath and failed to register their first 
score until the tenth minute when Paudie Fogarty set up Jason Forde, who was operating at full forward, for a point.  
An Eoin Shinnors free put Newport 0-4 to 0-1 ahead. Jason Forde pulled one back for Silvermines but Conor 
O’Mahony, who was causing all sorts of problems for Brendan Timmons, restored the three point advantage with a 
super point from an incredibly tight angle.  
Forde converted his second free to make it 0-5 to 0-3 but O’Mahony struck again from another seemingly impossible 
angle. Although Forde had another free in the 23rd minute, two Eoin Shinnors frees gave Newport a four point lead 
with just four minutes of normal time remaining.  
Newport had a chance to go even further ahead when a clearly in-form Conor O’Mahony opted to go for goal from a 
21-yard free. Although beating the keeper, the ball was stopped on the line by Damien Boland who was fouled in the 
attempted clearance. While the decision was correct, the miss proved costly as the subsequent free made its way 
downfield and Jason Forde slipped unnoticed behind the defence to rifle home an unstoppable ground shot beyond 
the reach of Michael Flannery. Silvermines added two further points through another Jason Forde free and a David 
Keogh effort to leave the halftime score at 1-6 to 0-8 in their favour.  
Keogh started the second half as he had finished the first with a point after   four minutes. Newport replaced Mike 
McKeogh who had been putting in a fierce effort at centrefield. With the shackles removed, Orrie Quirke came in to 
the game and landed a magnificent long range point from his spot at the left side of midfield.  
In the 40th minute Brendan Timmons was shown a second yellow card for persistent fouling and Eoin Shinnors 
converted the resultant free to leave the score at 1-8 to 0-9. As often happens in   these situations, the team with the 
numerical disadvantage upped the pace and Newport struggled with the increased intensity. Jason Forde set up Willie 
Keogh for a point but the ’Mines missed a number of scoreable chances in this period.  
When Christopher Doyle struck for a smashing goal in the 49th minute, levelling the game, it looked as if Newport 
could yet have a say in the destination of this game. Within seconds that man   Forde left his marker for dead and 
ghosted through the Newport defence to unleash a well placed missile into the furthest corner of the net. Although 
Aidan Moloney responded immediately with a point, the ’Mines were not going to be prevented from reaching their 
second successive final and tacked on three points without reply before the end to set-up a final clash with Ballina, but 
before then a county quarter final awaits against Moyne-Templetuohy.    
 
Match Digest       
Man of the Match: Jason Forde (Silvermines)  
  
Scorers - Silvermines: Jason Forde 2-6, 0-5 frees; David Keogh 0-3; Orrie Quirke, David Boland, Willie Keogh 0-1 
each.  
Newport: Conor O’Mahony 0-4, 1 free; Eoin Shinnors 0-4 frees; Christopher Doyle 1-1; Aidan Moloney 0-1.  
 



 
   
  
Christopher Doyle in action against Silvermines during Sunday's game in 
Cloughjordan.  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  

Silvermines: Cathal Sherlock (7); Alan Ryan (7), Brendan Timmons (5), Damien Boland (7); Donal Keogh (7), Ronan 
Sherlock (7), Noel Quirke (7); Orrie Quirke (7), Cathal Gleeson (7); Jason Forde (9), David Boland (7), Sean Quirke 
(7); Paudie Fogarty (7), Willie Keogh (7), David Keogh (8). SUB: Daniel Keogh (6) for S Quirke (51).  

Newport: Michael Flannery (7); Andrew Hickey (6), Paddy Jones (6), David Hickey (7); Sean O’Brien (7), Mike Coffey 
(6), Odran Floyd (7); Tom Moylan (6), Michael McKeogh (7); Eoin Shinnors (7), Richard Shinnors (6), Padraig Hogan 
(6); Aidan Moloney (6), Conor O’Mahony (8), Christopher Doyle (7). SUBS: Vincent Moloney (5) for McKeogh (35); 
Thomas Small (6) for D. Hickey (50); Eoin Bonfield (6) for Hogan (52); Martin Carey (NR) for V Moloney (59).  

   Referee: John Cleary (Knockshegowna).  
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